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Framing for Insets 

If your planned deck site has a tree, boulder, or
other large obstacle, you may be better off build-
ing around it rather than removing it. Although
framing around a landscape feature makes con-
struction more difficult, the benefits usually make
the effort worthwhile. A deck with an attractive
tree set into it, for example, is much more appeal-
ing than a stark, exposed deck built on a site
that has been leveled by a bulldozer.

The same methods used to frame around a pre-
existing obstacle also can be used to create a
decorative or functional inset feature, such as
a planter box, child’s sandbox, or brick barbecue.
On a larger scale, the same framing techniques
can be used to enclose a hot tub or above-
ground pool.

A framed opening can also provide access to a
utility fixture, such as a water faucet, electrical
outlet, or central air-conditioning compressor.
Covering a framed opening with a removable
hatch (page 183) preserves the smooth, finished
look of your deck.

Large insets that interrupt joists can compromise 
the strength of your deck. For this reason, inset open-
ings require modified framing to ensure adequate
strength. Double joists on either side of the opening
bear the weight of double headers, which in turn sup-
port the interrupted joists. Always consult your build-
ing inspector for specifics when constructing a deck
with a large inset.

Inset framing makes it possible to save mature trees
when building a deck. Keeping trees and other land-
scape features intact helps preserve the value and
appearance of your property. 


